
BOB HALL’S QUOTATIONS



He who knows God knows also very 
well remoteness from God,  

and the anguish of barrenness 
in the tormented heart ; 

 but he does not know the 
absence of God :  

it is we only who are not always 
there.

Martin Buber - I Thou 



”Those Who Sacrifice Liberty For Security Deserve 
Neither.” 

BEN FRANKLIN



. 

   Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis
Those who won our independence by revolution were not 

cowards. They did not fear political change. They did not exalt 
order at the cost of liberty. To courageous, self-reliant men, with 
confidence in the power of free and fearless reasoning applied 

through the processes of popular government, no danger flowing 
from speech can be deemed clear and present, unless the 

incidence of the evil apprehended is so imminent that it may 
befall before there is opportunity for full discussion. If there be 

time to expose through discussion the falsehood and fallacies, to 
avert the evil by the processes of education, the remedy to be 

applied is more speech, not enforced silence. 

    Concurring, Whitney v. California, 274 U.S. 357 (1927)



THE GUILT OF HUMAN ACTION

In 1936, Louis McNeice and W.H. Auden, two English poets, spent time in Iceland, where they wrote a book, Eclogue 

From Iceland. Near the end of the book, they expressed their despair at what they perceived to be happening in 

Europe: The rise of fascism and the faltering response from Britain, France and the other democratic governments. 

The Spanish Civil War was just beginning. They wrote a lengthy free verse poem entitled “last Will and Testament” It 

ended with this prayer: 

“And to the good, who know how wide the gulf, how deep, 

Between Ideal and Real, who being good, have felt 

The final temptation to withdraw, sit down and weep. 

We pray the power to take upon themselves the guilt 

Of human action, though still as ready to confess 

The imperfection of what can and must be built, 

The wish and power to act, forgive and bless.”



Lays of Ancient Rome 
by Thomas Babbington Macaulay

* * *  
Horatius 

* * *  
XXVII 

Then out spake brave Horatius, 
    The Captain of the Gate:  

``To every man upon this earth 
    Death cometh soon or late.  
And how can man die better 
    Than facing fearful odds,  
For the ashes of his fathers, 

    And the temples of his gods,



Socialism never took root in America because 
the poor see themselves not as an exploited 
proletariat but as temporarily embarrassed 

millionaires 

John Steinbeck



Bury the South together with this man,  
Bury the bygone South.  

Bury the minstrel with the honey-mouth,  
Bury the broadsword virtues of the clan,  
Bury the unmachined, the planters’ pride,  

The courtesy and the bitter arrogance,  
The pistol-hearted horsemen who could ride  

Like jolly centaurs under the hot stars.  
Bury the whip, bury the branding-bars,  

Bury the unjust thing  
That some tamed into mercy, being wise,  

But could not starve the tiger from its eyes  
Or make it feed where beasts of mercy feed.  

Bury the fiddle-music and the dance,  
The sick magnolias of the false romance 

from John Brown’s Body 
by 

Stephen Vincent Benet



The Rubiayat

Oh, Thou, who didst with Pitfall and with Gin 

Beset the Road I was to wander in, 

Thou wilt not with Predestination round 

Enmesh me, and impute my Fall to Sin?



ESTIN V. ESTIN, 334 u.s. 541 (1948) 
ESTTN V. ESTIN. 
CERTIORARI TO THE COURT OF APPEALS OF NEW YORK. 
No. 139. 
Argued February 2-3, 1948. 
Decided June 7, 1948. 
Mr. Justice Jackson, dissenting 

If there is one thing that the people are entitled to expect from their 
lawmakers, it is rules of law that will enable individuals to tell 
whether they are married and, if so, to whom. Today many people who 
have simply lived in more than one state do not know, and the most 
learned lawyer cannot advise them with any confidence. The 
uncertainties that result are not merely technical, nor are they trivial; 
they affect fundamental rights and relations such as the lawfulness of 
their cohabitation, their children’s legitimacy, their title to property, 
and even whether they are law-abiding persons or criminals. In a 
society as mobile and nomadic as ours, such uncertainties affect large 
numbers of people and create a social problem of some magnitude. It 
is therefore important that, whatever we do, we shall not add to the 
confusion. I think that this decision does just that.



Gilbert & Sullivan 
Iolanthe

NATURE always does contrive/  
That every boy and every gal/  

That's born into the world alive/  
Is either a little Liberal/  

Or else a little Conservative!



ee cummings

somehwere i have never travelled,gladly beyond
any experience,your eyes have their silence:

in your most frail gesture are things which enclose me,
or which i cannot touch because they are too near

your slightest look easily will unclose me
though i have closed myself as fingers,

you open always petal by petal myself as Spring opens
(touching skilfully,mysteriously)her first rose

or if your wish be to close me,i and
my life will shut very beautifully,suddenly,
as when the heart of this flower imagines
the snow carefully everywhere descending;

nothing which we are to perceive in this world equals
the power of your intense fragility: whose texture

compels me with the colour of its countries,
rendering death and forever with each breathing

(i do not know what it is about you that closes
and opens;only something in me understands

the voice of your eyes is deeper than all roses)
nobody,not even the rain, has such small hands


